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• The Pandemic and All-

Hazards Preparedness Act 

of 2006 (Public Law 109-

417) 

• Defined the term at-risk 

individuals as, “…children, 

pregnant women, senior 

citizens and other individuals 

who have special needs in 

the event of a public health 

emergency…” 
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• Mandated inclusion of at-risk 

individuals (including 

children) in:  
 Preparedness planning & response 

strategies 

 Grant guidance 

 Strategic National Stockpile 

contents 

 Curriculum development and 

training 

 Identification and dissemination of 

best practices on disaster outreach 

and care 

PAHPA 
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CHILD Working Group 
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• Children’s HHS Interagency 

Leadership on Disasters 

Working Group 

• Established in 2010 by the 

HHS Administration for 

Children & Families and 

Assistant Secretary for 

Preparedness & Response 

• 21 HHS agencies 

represented; four 

subcommittees 
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• Created to: 

 Comprehensively integrate the 

disaster-related health and 

human services needs of 

children across HHS disaster 

policy, planning, and operations 

activities 

 Assess current capabilities and 

facilitate coordination at the 

policy and response levels 

 Develop a set of 

recommendations to enhance 

departmental efforts 

CHILD Working Group 
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• Additional areas of focus in 

2012-2013:  

 Children at heightened risk (e.g., 

special health care needs and 

other sub-populations of children 

historically under-represented in 

planning efforts) 

 Neonates and 

pregnant/breastfeeding women 

 Enhancing interdepartmental and 

NGO collaboration 

• Demonstrating progress toward 

2011 recommendations  

 

CHILD Working Group 
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PAHPRA 
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• The Pandemic and All-Hazards 

Preparedness Reauthorization 

Act of 2013 (Public Law 113-5) 

• Authorized the establishment  

of a new National Advisory 

Committee on Children and 

Disasters (NACCD). 

• Increased attention to NDMS 

training and competencies that 

address at-risk individuals’ 

needs.   
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NACCD 
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• The NACCD will: 
 Have at least two non-federal health 

care professionals with expertise in 

pediatric medical disaster planning, 

preparedness, response, or recovery 

 Have at least two representatives 

from state, local, territorial, or tribal 

agencies with expertise in pediatric 

disaster planning, preparedness, 

response, or recovery 

 Provide advice and consultation on 

children’s disaster health and medical 

needs, drills and exercises, and 

grants and cooperative agreements. 



Progress on 2011 Recommendations  

9 
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Behavioral Health 
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• HHS, VA, and NACCHO 

partnered to develop a six-hour, 

interactive, online Psychological 

First Aid (PFA) course available 

through SAMHSA’s National 

Child Traumatic Stress Network. 

• NIMH, ASPR, and SAMHSA 

collaborated on a funding 

opportunity to advance the study 

of disaster behavioral health 

effects and interventions.   
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• Other progress since 2011 in Mental and 

Behavioral Health.   

– HHS Disaster Behavioral Health Concept of 

Operations completed 2011, revised 2013, 

implemented multiple times   

– SAMHSA launched the Disaster Distress 

Helpline (DDH), the first hotline dedicated to 

providing disaster crisis counseling in 2012.  

– SAMHSA Disaster App  

 

Behavioral Health 
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Medical Countermeasures 
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• A Pediatric and Obstetric Integrated Program Team 

was established to provide guidance to HHS, identify 

gaps, and make recommendations related to pediatric 

and OB MCM needs.   
 

• FDA Public Workshop on Ethical and Regulatory 

Challenges in the Development of Pediatric Medical 

Countermeasures 2012. 
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Medical Countermeasures 
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• HHS partners have worked 

together to make investments in 

MCMs that include coverage for 

pediatric populations.  Such 

expanded or recent (2012-

2014) approvals include 

products to treat: 

 Plague 

 Inhalational anthrax 

 Influenza 

 Botulism 
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Medical Countermeasures 
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• CDC held four meetings related to planning for 

an anthrax exposure:  

Clinical management (2011) 

 Anthrax anti-toxin and post-exposure prophylaxis 

(2012) 

 Pregnant, post-partum, and newborn issues 

(2012) 

 Pediatric clinical guidelines with AAP (2012)  
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• NDMS has developed the 

capability to deploy pediatric 

specialists and subspecialists to 

augment traditional response 

teams; the USPHS 

Commissioned Corps has 

pediatric specialists on its teams. 

• ASPR has hosted three 

workshops with pediatric 

transport stakeholders to address 

a national strategy for pediatric 

patient movement in a large 

disaster. 
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• NICHD reorganized, launched Pediatric Trauma and Critical 

Illness Branch. 

• Since 2011, all new PHS Officers trained by the ACF OHSEPR 

in At-Risk Individuals in Disasters and Public Health 

Emergencies.   

• HRSA developed “PEDPrepared,” an informational 

clearinghouse of pediatric disaster resources specifically 

targeted to health providers, disaster and emergency planners, 

families, and others. 

• HRSA awarded State Partnership Regionalization of Care 

(SPROC) demonstration grants in 2012 to create regionalized 

systems of pediatric emergency care for rural, tribal, and 

insular communities in Alaska, Arizona, California, Montana, 

New Mexico, and Pennsylvania. 

Child Physical Health 



ASPR: Resilient People. Healthy Communities. A Nation Prepared. 17 

• ASPR hosted two technical assistance 

webinars (2013, 2014) for the awardees 

and coalitions funded by the Hospital 

Preparedness Program and their partners 

on “Pediatric Preparedness for Healthcare 

Coalitions.”  Also one on behavioral health. 

• HRSA hosted a webcast on Kids in 

Disasters: Facing Our Challenges, which 

highlighted innovations in pediatric disaster 

preparedness: “A Novel Imaging System for 

Reunification of Children Separated during 

Disaster” and “Refining Pediatric Disaster 

Triage Algorithms and Education in the Pre-

hospital Setting.” 

Child Physical Health 
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• ASPR’s Hospital Preparedness Program funds 50 states, DC, 

8 territories, and 3 metropolitan areas to develop healthcare 

coalitions that can prepare for, respond to and recover from 

the public health and medical impacts of disasters and 

emergencies.  

• ASPR and EMSC awardees are working together to increase 

the percentage of hospitals that have pediatrics included and 

exercised in their disaster plans, and healthcare coalitions that 

include pediatric expertise. 

 

18 

Hospital Preparedness Program 
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Child Care & Child Welfare 
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• ACF led the development of a 

new website specific to “Early 

Childhood Disaster-Related 

Resources,” which provides tools 

for three targeted audiences: 

children and families, early 

childhood development 

professionals, and policy 

makers.   

• ACF Children and Youth Task 

Force in Disasters: Guidelines for 

Development, 2013 



ASPR: Resilient People. Healthy Communities. A Nation Prepared. 20 

 

• ACF has trained all of the nation’s Head Start 

executives and State Administrators for Family 

Violence Prevention and Services on disaster 

preparedness, including attention to the needs of 

children exposed to domestic violence. 

Child Care & Child Welfare 
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Pregnant and Breastfeeding Women and Newborns 

Recent activities include:  
 

• A toolkit to assist local and state public health departments to 

assess conditions, needs, and outcomes among disaster-affected 

women of reproductive age, including pregnant and post-partum 

women.   

• Discussion of future applications of prenatal care records and 

mobile-phone messaging communications to support women’s 

disaster preparedness, resilience, and access to services. 

• Supported research on the perinatal effects of recent natural 

disasters.   

• Multi-agency commitment to improving the availability of medical 

countermeasures that can be used safely and effectively in 

infants and pregnant women.   

2012-2013 CHILD Updates 

21 
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Children at Heightened Risk 

Recent activities include: 

• Implementation of Children and Youth Task Forces in Disasters, 

which have focused on supporting vulnerable children, youth, 

and families by restoring critical services including Child Care, 

Head Start, behavioral health, financial assistance, and housing.   

• Preparedness messaging designed for low-income families with 

children, establishing the connection between responsible 

fatherhood and household preparedness efforts.   

• Surveys of pediatricians and parents of children with special 

health care needs regarding knowledge, attitudes, and beliefs 

about influenza and influenza treatment.   

• Strategic education and outreach to promote influenza 

preparedness for children with neurologic and 

neurodevelopmental disabilities.   
22 

2012-2013 CHILD Updates 
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Interdepartmental and Non-Governmental 

Organization Collaboration  

Recent activities include:  
 

• Synchronization between HHS grant programs at the national, 

programmatic level and among awardee coalition activities. 

• Website development to provide tools on early childhood disaster 

preparedness for children and families, early childhood 

development professionals, and policy makers.   

• Partnership with non-governmental organizations to conduct 

impact assessments of child care systems and address disaster-

caused gaps in child care after disasters.   

• Capacity and quality improvement evaluations on the readiness of 

the nation’s hospitals to care for pediatric patients after disasters. 

23 

2012-2013 CHILD Updates 
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Tools 
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• ASPR Pediatric Preparedness 

for Healthcare Coalitions 

Webinar 

• http://www.phe.gov/Preparedness/pla

nning/abc/Pages/webinar-resources-

130620.aspx  

 

• ASPR Pediatric Preparedness 

for Healthcare Coalitions 

Webinar (Part II) 

• http://www.phe.gov/Preparedness/pla

nning/hpp/meetings/Pages/default.as

px 
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Tools 
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• HRSA/EMSC: PEDPrepared 

• http://resources.emscnrc.org/pedprepared/  

http://resources.emscnrc.org/pedprepared/
http://resources.emscnrc.org/pedprepared/
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• CDC: Caring for 

Children in a 

Disaster 

• http://www.bt.cdc.gov/

children/  

 

Tools 

http://www.bt.cdc.gov/children/
http://www.bt.cdc.gov/children/
http://www.bt.cdc.gov/children/
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• NIH/NLM: Health Resources on Children in 

Disasters and Emergencies 

• http://disasterinfo.nlm.nih.gov/dimrc/children.html 

 

Tools 

http://disasterinfo.nlm.nih.gov/dimrc/children.html
http://disasterinfo.nlm.nih.gov/dimrc/children.html
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ASPR Activities 

• Ebola Information for Healthcare  

  Professionals and Healthcare Settings 

• http://www.phe.gov/Preparedness/responders/ 

 ebola/Pages/default.aspx  

 

ASPR/ABC Activities 

• Compiled an annotated resource list related to the access and 

functional needs of at-risk individuals and on behavioral health as 

it relates to Ebola. 

• Convene the Federal Disaster Behavioral Health Group. 

• Co-lead the Disaster Human Services Working Group with ACF. 

Emerging Issues: Ebola 

http://www.phe.gov/Preparedness/responders/ebola/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.phe.gov/Preparedness/responders/ebola/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.phe.gov/Preparedness/responders/ebola/Pages/default.aspx
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http://www.phe.gov/Preparedness/responders/ebola/Pages/default.aspx
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HHS Resources 

• Disaster Lit: Resource Guide for 

Disaster Medicine and Public 

Health 

• http://disasterlit.nlm.nih.gov/search/?pg=

2&rc=276&search=Search&searchTerm

s=ebola%20OR%20hemorrhagic  

 

• What Children Need to Know 

About Ebola 

• http://www.acf.hhs.gov/programs/ohsepr

/resource/what-children-need-to-know-

about-ebola  

 

Emerging Issues: Ebola 
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Website: 

• www.phe.gov/abc 
 

Contact: 

• abcinfo@hhs.gov 

 

 

http://www.phe.gov/abc
mailto:abcinfo@hhs.gov

