
S.A.V.E. Members Inspect Damaged Buildings 
 
Joplin, Missouri - In the largest deployment in its 20 year history, members of the Structural Assessment 
and Visual Evaluation (S.A.V.E.) Coalition assisted the City of Joplin Building Department inspect over 
7,700 damaged structures. 
 
 Following the devastating EF 5 tornado 
on Sunday May, 22nd, 2011, Missouri Gov. Jay 
Nixon said, "As a state, we are deploying every 
agency and resource available to keep Missouri 
families safe, search for the missing, provide 
emergency medical care, and begin to recover.”  
The S.A.V.E. Coalition, a group of volunteer 
engineers, architects, and building inspectors 
that works through the State Emergency 
Management Agency (SEMA), was one of these 
resources. 
 
 Late Tuesday evening, May 24th, the 
City of Joplin requested help inspecting 
damaged buildings from SEMA. On 
Wednesday, less than 12 hours later, S.A.V.E. 
Southwest Regional Coordinator Bud Rodgers 
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deployed to Joplin to meet with City officials, make a field reconnaissance of the damage area, and lay 
the ground work for the SAVE deployment.  The damage area was over 6 miles long and three quarters of 
a mile wide in areas. 
 
 Over the next three days, May 26 -28, between 22 and 62 S.A.V.E. members per day volunteered 
over 1,100 total hours inspecting damaged buildings.  S.A.V.E. members worked in 23 separate teams 
during the last day of the deployment.  The inspections were exterior only and were intended to identify 
structural life safety problems.  The structures included single family residential, commercial, and multi-
story residential buildings.  Tornado damage ranged from total destruction with only a floor slab 
remaining to broken windows and minor roof damage.  Of the inspected buildings, approximately 36% 
were found to be unsafe, 6% had restricted use, and 58% did not present life safety problems. 
 
 The Building Department, assisted by Joplin resident and S.A.V.E. member, Kurt Higgins, P.E., 
was very well organized.  Maps of the damage area, space for a S.A.V.E. command center, staff support, 
and lodging were all provided by the City.  S.A.V.E. Alternate Statewide Coordinator Benjamin Ross, 
P.E., the senior S.A.V.E. representative in Joplin, thanked the S.A.V.E. volunteers for their service and 
the City of Joplin for all their assistance.  
 
 Authorized in 1991 by RSMo 44.023, the S.A.V.E. Coalition is co-sponsored by professional and 
technical organizations in Missouri, including:  ACEC/MO, AIA-MO, ASCE St. Louis, EERI, MSPE, 
SAME, and SEAKM.  To become certified, S.A.V.E. members go through a 7 hour training class.  State 
law protects S.A.V.E. members from liability except for willful misconduct and gross negligence. 

 
 The S.A.V.E. Coalition invites engineers, architects, and building inspectors to volunteer with the 
S.A.V.E. Coalition to help our fellow Missourians for up to three days following a major disaster.  If you 
are interested in learning more about the S.A.V.E. Coalition and how you can be a part of it please contact 
Steve Besemer, SEMA Earthquake Program Manager, at 573-526-9232 or visit the SAVE website at 
http://sema.dps.mo.gov/programs/earthquake.asp.  


