
STATEMENT OF UNDERSTANDING


BETWEEN


[Insert name of Voluntary agency]

and 


THE GOVERNOR’S DISASTER RECOVERY PARTNERSHIP

PURPOSE:
The purpose of this statement of understanding is to provide for cooperation and coordination between the [Insert name of Voluntary agency] and The Governor’s Disaster Recovery Partnership in carrying out their assigned responsibilities in the event of natural or man-made disasters or enemy attack.

DEFINITION OF DISASTER:
A disaster is an occurrence such as hurricane, tornado, storm, flood, high water, wind-driven water, tidal wave, earthquake, drought, blizzard, pestilence, famine, fire, explosion, volcanic eruption, building collapse, transportation wreck, or other situation that causes human suffering or creates human needs that the victims cannot alleviate without assistance.

OTHER DEFINITIONS:
Emergency:  the development of human need to the degree that prompts action by community

organizations and responsible local government officials.
Disaster Recovery Partnership:  Defined in Executive Order 03-23

SEMA: Missouri State Emergency Management Agency

Citizen Corps:
Federally chartered program to involve citizens in emergency management education and volunteerism.

Citizen Councils: Local collaborative associations that support Citizen Corps programs and emergency management.

Community Organizations Active in Disaster (COAD): Collaborative associations that support services for disaster victims.  COADs and Citizen Councils may be combined into one organization.

Long Term Recovery Committees/Organizations (LTRC): Local associations focused on providing human services to disaster victims - often a committee of a COAD/Citizen Council.

AUTHORITY:
As reaffirmed in Executive Order 03-23, the Governor’s Disaster Recovery Partnership, hereafter known as the Partnership, is responsible for reviewing the human services disaster response and recovery delivery methods with a goal of improving service to the citizens of Missouri, and for functioning as the Statewide Citizen Corps Council.  In conducting these operations, the Partnership will promote, train and support local collaborative efforts with attention to the establishment of local Citizen Corps Councils.  

[Insert name of Voluntary agency] , hereafter known as [Insert acronym of vol ag if applicable] provides emergency services to individuals and groups in time of disaster.  Executive Order 03-23 invites [Insert vol ag acronym] to designate one representative with appropriate policy-making authority to the Partnership.

ORGANIZATION OF THE PARTNERSHIP:
According to the executive order, the Partnership shall be comprised of representatives of governmental and private agencies, which, by nature of their charters and mission are uniquely suited to enhance the delivery of assistance to victims of disasters.  Two co-chairs shall direct the Partnership.  One co-chair shall represent the public-sector members of the Partnership and shall be appointed by the Governor.  The second co-chair shall represent the private-sector members of the Partnership and shall be elected by a majority vote of such members.  The Partnership shall be staffed by the State Emergency Management Agency, P.O. Box 116, Jefferson City, MO 65102.

COORDINATION AND COOPERATION:
In the discharge of its responsibilities, the [Insert vol ag acronym] recognizes the responsibility of the Partnership in disasters and will coordinate its activities with the responsible state agencies and local governments as required.

[Insert vol ag acronym] will keep the Governor or his/her designee (via the Partnership) advised of actions taken, and will keep a continuing liaison with the officers of SEMA to ensure effective assistance to all disaster victims.

[Insert vol ag acronym] as a member of the Partnership will cooperate with other member organizations including voluntary organizations and other organizations in coordination with SEMA, State officials and/or local elected officials and their designated local governmental representatives, and will pursue memorandums of understanding with these groups if desirable.

The Partnership will fulfill its responsibilities, encouraging communication and collaboration among members to the benefit of disaster victims.

[Insert name of vol ag] AGREES TO:

NOTE TO VOLUNTARY AGENCY:  THOSE FUNCTIONS NOTED IN THIS SECTION SHOULD CORRELATE WITH ANY FUNCTIONS YOU HAVE NOTED AS PRIMARY OR SUPPORT FUNCTIONS ON THE HUMAN SERVICE MATRIX.

1) Apply for federal grants, when available, related to mental health of disaster victims and responders.

2) Provide technical assistance and guidance to long-term recovery organizations.

3) Provide liaison personnel for State Emergency Operations Center (SEOC) upon request of the Partnership and to other local emergency operations centers, as appropriate.

4) Collaborate on training and exercise opportunities with the Partnership when appropriate.

5) Have a liaison attend Partnership quarterly meetings as well as emergency meetings and conference calls as required.

6) Collaborate with the Partnership regarding Citizen Corps activities.

THE DISASTER RECOVERY PARTNERSHIP AGREES TO:

1) Promote effective, efficient communication among and between Partnership members, and others interested in improving disaster response and recovery.

2) Be respectful of time commitments and competing priorities of agency representatives by holding meetings only as necessary to accomplish Partnership goals.

3) Facilitate meetings and discussions among partner agencies to encourage open dialogue, respectful consideration of issues, and resolution of issues resulting in progress toward established goals.

PLANNING AND IMPLEMENTATION:
Cooperative arrangements for planning, exchange of information and continuing liaison regarding preparedness and disaster operations will be developed and maintained by the Partnership and [Insert vol ag acronym]

STATEMENT OF UNDERSTANDING TERMS:
This statement of understanding will be effective on the date signed and terminate five years after the effective date.  Six months prior to termination, the parties will meet to review the progress and success of this statement of understanding for the purpose of renewing the agreement.

Representatives from [Insert vol ag acronym] and the Partnership will meet at least annually, on or around the anniversary of this statement of understanding to review this agreement.

Both parties agree that this statement of understanding does not grant either party the authority to bind the other.

SIGNATURES:
In Witness Thereof, the parties hereto have executed this Statement of Understanding on the date indicated.

[Insert name of vol ag]



THE GOVERNOR’S DISASTER 

RECOVERY PARTNERSHIP Co Chair

Date                             


Date








THE GOVERNOR’S DISASTER 

RECOVERY PARTNERSHIP Co Chair

                             


Date
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