EWP

Emergency Watershed Protection Program
The Emergency Watershed Protection Program (EWP) was established by Congress to respond to emergencies created
by natural disasters. It is designed to provide assistance to recover from damages caused by floods, fires, windstorms
and other natural occurrences. EWP helps groups of people with a common problem. All projects undertaken must be
sponsored by a political subdivision of the State, such as a city, county, drainage district, levee district or conservation
district. The USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) administers the program.
After EWP assistance

EWP in Missouri

Federal funds for EWP assistance may cover up to 75
percent of the construction costs for most restoration
measures including levee repair, logjam removal, streambank
stabilization near roads, bridges and buildings and sediment
removal from drainage ditches. Assistance is limited to
measures necessary to reduce threats to a stable condition.
NRCS can only restore the site to its pre-disaster condition
through EWP.

Who is Eligible?

Public and private landowners are eligible for assistance but
must be represented by a project sponsor.

What Does the Project Sponsor Have to Do?

Sponsors are responsible for providing landrights to do repair
work and securing the necessary permits. Sponsors are
also responsible for furnishing the local cost share and for
accomplishing the installation of work. The work is generally
accomplished through local contracts.
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What are the Criteria for Assistance?

EWP Floodplain Easement

All EWP work must reduce threats to life and property. Furthermore, it must be
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